Lellowing Goup Lregic ent Hugt .

The avticle in this year% Tmthersn Almanac has to do mainly
with travels in the Hsagts Bluff District in Central Australise.The
first trip,lasting on 6 ﬁeeka in Sept.-October 19%0,took us
from Hermannéburg to Haasts Bluff ,thence to Central MNt.Wedge,to the
Davenports and Ilbille in the Ehrenberg Ranges.On the way back we
came via Bowson Hole,now Areyonga,Tempe Downs,Henbury,then home
to Hermannsburg,s distance of asbout 600 miles.-During a second f
attempt,in 19%1,the writer never got further then sbout 20 miles
North of the Stetion,to Glen helen,whence he was carried back to
the stationjen atteek of kidney stones had put an end to the trip,
end slmost to life.However,this was the only really serious illness
encountered on all subseguent journeys in the bush.

One resuli of these trevels is the/Res: rve of 8,000
squ.miles,with sbout 1,300 Aborigines hafing their home where only
& tew dozen would be living had the country beenme a cattle station,
the establishment of which had been granted already in 19%6 ,That it
was saved for the Aborigines,now living at the two Welfare Settlemen
ments,Pepunys and Areyonga,wag one of the direct results of this
Mission efrortﬂMofgwgigazﬂthie development we hope to bring at
some later date,lere we shall confine ourgelves mainly to some asg-
rects of medicsal workiﬁﬁiﬁce the whole venture wss possible only
through employing camels as means of transport,we shall pay tribute
to these snimals in the first plece, '

Ihe Camel Teem,

vhen we ceme to Hermsnnsburg,eorly in 1926 ,the Minnlon had

6 camels,pald for by friends of the Misslon in Lhe HJouth Luter on,
one of the camels ren away snd wap never found agoln,und wnolherr
one died after eating some poison bush.It wap o sed sl ht Lo soe
this huge enimel sufier,covered with persplrotion,und Lhon Junt

end up.

e were feced with the need to find cheaper transport for
Mission goods,chiefly foodstuffs.The finences of the NMiculon hud
reached a low levelj;the Bank would no longer sdvence uny money,
and only the generosity of a Boardmember ,Br.Greetz,nade 1t posulble
to carry on.This desperatc financisl position was henging over Lhe
Mission like a sword [end we could expect the work to disinteyrate
like the work st Koperamenne Mission had to be closed down only
few years previonsly.l hed come with the determination to try and
sce thaet this would not happen &t Hermannsburg,if at all posulble.

For meny years the Mission loesding had been carried {rom
Oodnzdatte,about 4OO miles away.An Af hen,with sbout YO camele in
his team,would bring roughly 10 tone at & time..With about £24 .-
rer ton freight,this was costly.In 1929 the railwy hed been exlen—
ded as far as Alice Springs,end for & time the lission
tried truck tran: port,at £4,- per ton,iwhen our old camel driver

ofiered his services & little cheasper,the Hission once sgein engaged

him,but not f ;
? or ‘long; he required the same price to uake it pay.



e
gince we had & number of men at the station who could not be
employed otherwise,it occured to us that we should take over the
carting of goods ourrelves,provided we had enough camels.iith the
4 left,this was not feaslble;we needed 25 at least,or more.Hhowever,
with & minimum price of £5.-'or more per head,it wes still more
than ﬁbﬁn the Mission could aiford at the time .~It was at this time
that the stockinspector from Alice Springs called and told us we
could muster camels in the Police pPaddock,and for each male camel p
croperly broken in,the Mission could retain one female animal.This
seened fair,snd we decided to try.
By 1929 the country faced mor: than three years of drought.
The cemels in the Police Paddock hed nothing to feed on,except
the brambhes of iron woed treea;ﬁggke had been eaten up to 20 ft.
up and mbre,younger trees broken down cog%}etely.In gpite of this,
a number of the camels had died already.?ﬁt Hermannsburg the
arought had killed more than 2,000 head of cattle,there were mulga
trees left,which camels could eat.We,therefore,sent some of our
men on the cemels we had to go and muster the Pollde Pacdock.In all
they managed to gollect about 30,but lost some of them on the why x.
to the station,and others ran back later on,after braking hopplgs.,
when talking the matter over with the men,it became obvi-
ous that they had lost much of their enthusiasm displayed in the
beginning:mustering these camels was difficult,and then they thougha
they would always show @ tendengy for running bgck ea many hed
grown to be too 0ld for breaking in an® settling in a new district.
Still,to diseontinue et thig phpge befoym ell avenues had been ex-
plored,seemed unrealistic.l deglded to go out with the men once
again, b A
| Arriving st the Pollice Paddock one late efternoon,ie left
our caemels outeide the paddock snd found thet during the night they
had been joined by e number of bushcemels.The following day we
nustered and collected about 30 ell told,We could have leit for
home ,but for the stockinspector who had told us of two young ani-
mels in the peddeck,of a special preed,tough and strong.We decided
to teke them,4if at all ppﬁn&blq%LAfter spending the ni ht under
the ptars,we talked the metter over at the campfire the following
morning ,deciding on some sort of a plen for the muster.

Thers wes & -gaie nsde of logs,with an arch of timber on %
top.None of the camels like to go through this gatej;ve only managec
by boxing them up with our quiet cemels.However,the two young ceamel
just refused to go through.For hours that day we brought them to
thet spot,together with our guiet camels;everytime when close
enough teo walk through,they just bolted and w»an beck«There were
four of us chasing them.Towards evening our riding cemels were )
tired out.Then,at just one more attempt when they had raced past us
my riding cemels started gallopling and would not respond to déhe
reigns any more.ihen pulling its hesd right back to my leg,it
just continued rumning sideways as fast as possible.Suddenly I
noticed that it was heading for esn ironwocod tree,which was growing
sideways,about 12" diameter.This tree was bent over so much that
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Lhere wig borely en ugh room for & cumel to valk under.ln a mom:nt
it beceme cleur that the camel had csleculated running under this
gsort of an @rch in order to push me ofi.In a g;.1lil second I hed my
one leg pulled up Irom the stlrrup,then leauning over to the o positz
side of the hump ag far as possibles hen Lh comel with a body weiih
o’ more then a ton crashed agaiﬂ'the tree.It nearly fell over,but
then hesved a deep sipgh an cglﬁly walked onelt was a narrovw egcope
{rom certain drath.lVe gave up,and the folloving rorning started for
home ,without the two baby crmels of that special breed.

The s.ocklnspector ha&d gi en us & mangy camel,completely
covered witin t is ugly skin deseage.lt was a particularly tame ani-‘
mal yvould teke morsels of food out ol our hands,an ideal leacer for
our unruly lot.lowever,we had to promise to destroy this animal upc
upon arrival at lermennsburg;the desesse this camel had vas
contageous and would have infested ©ll the other animcls at the
placel.iveryone of us was deeply saddened when we hasd to carry oul ti
the instruction..fter all,it wes this mengy comels thot hod vitalls
«ssisted us in bringing the whole team to the station.-.e had
thus reached the first stage in building up a ceamel Leamj;other dif-
ficulties soon I'ollowed,

To bresk in young cemels,was more or lece routine work
but with the old bulls it seemed almost impossible.liew manille :opce
1z «nd more liuches in diemeter,they broke like cotlon tLhrezds,
Soecdles we hed tied to thelr large bodies,ihey would roll on and
smash them up like & match bose.hsch saddle Ulhus broken meant re-
pesire by the /T han working for us.Tices and sgain I stood besicdep i
such a broken s:ddle unable to sup.recs ¢ Ieeling oi deep frus-
tration.. ould we ever be able to build up & tesmy=-The indi.ierencs
of the men wa: not helpful either.The question was should we give
up¥-Tha . seemed even worse.One day,when the /fighan wae repal log ain
another brosen seddle,l asked him did he knovw how te break in cowmel
telling him of the behaviour of bsome of the old bulls who had caunct
60 much tro:ble,lle looked up,and with & grin on his face,said:I
know,them boys heven't any sense;I cen fix them".The folloving
morning he started to work for the lilssion i1o0r & weekly wage ol
£De= pwre week,and keepe

The men hed Lhe camels in the yard,asnd e had the exurs r
ropes and empty flour bags,with bag twine and bag needles & 1 vai-
ting when Sald Hassan errivoede.~When he came he started rounding
up the old bullsgteking one at a time.le liocgoed them, hen tied
one wild camel to & gulet one.liet,assisted by the lLalives,he ©ould
bring a new rope around thelr feet,so as Lo tiec them down,e hile
this went on,by no means & Job without dange s,as Lhe cimels would
try to bile and kick,there were swarmg of /fborisines on the riils m
of the yard,sll chattering and shrieking.lhe s{ghan,who was neorcotl
the struggling animal,became exclted,too,and then poured out some
sbominable language,quite unprintebles., t Lirst I thought of leilting
it go as the direct result of his cxcitement.Hovever ,:hen thig
language coninued unsbeted,irom an enormoug voccbulary,l deciced to
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ol L:iuguige .rom our meniremember you ore herce on @ Licsion Stoetlone
I must ¢sk you to stop this sweering.'"=-lie was ovviously indignant,
énd citting on his ha nches,looked halfway up to me,then caying:
"You veant me to break in your camelsy-Y....l can't do that unless I
talk to themesetelkessstalk ,..3talk.nnd this 1s the only language
these s cees0 tnud so....understana.with anger glistening in hic eyes,
he stared ol me.l turned znd vwalked away,subduing my fcelings,re,
resigned to what seemed to be inewiteble,even il it was ve y unycla-
table.

Having hi.ched 4 o0ld bulls each to one quiet cewel,he procceded
dovn to the I'inke, here in Lhe loose sand each one ol Lhe unruly
beasts was tled down &s before,lic then ordered the men to 1ill up the
enpty flour begs with sand..hen sewn up, Tour men had to lifit : bag
to each side of the camel,and hal{ & bag vould go on top ol the louds
while this went on,the camel tried to wri.gle and bite,but vwith ropcc
gecurely tied,they had Lo submit..hen the bags had been securcly tied
to the saddle snd roped to the body of the camel,the bca.s were ur;ed
to pet up,alfter the leg ropes had been removed.iioweve: ,with the 1¢i I
of 2; flour ba;gs of sand on their béés,they did not even make an
atiempt of rolling onto the saddle aéain.whfter all 4 new caumwels had
been loaded up,the team was urgend to move on.Onc could see hov they
had their legs strained to the limit snd sheakinge..hen trying to hush .
down,the #f han wi ;end them aslong with s stick,Tim s and sgsin,the
one or the other,tried to come down,but the siick of Baid ilas an
encouraged them to geti up snd continue,for about 2 Lo * hourse.isy thet
time one could see how each of these huge animals vwas pers, il ing
profusel%,and the whole body shaking.The , fghan then thought they hi
had enoupgh for the first lessen,he let thewm cetile down and took oflf
vhe load.

This wes accomplished with much less elfort;a porently the
camels had underglood the first lesson.-lie continued in thig ay
with all the wild snimels we had in the yard,cnd ve soon saw hov he
had estsblished his supremacy.At the end of the week he vas paid oii,
and vetook over,and all the caemels we had brought out of the i'olice
laddock were hend ed in this way.liowever,the rolice vere not at all
keen to have the old bulls back,they did not trusl them, nd ve retoi-
ned most of them ot the lLission.,There was alweys more c:rting to be
done tian we could comfortably handle,even wit. the help of a dongey -
team .e ectablished et that time.Incidentally, e now hod the mesns (o
our ¢uy patrol work in the unoccupied counitry to the . of Il rmsru.sbus
Vieiting where no roads go Dby.

fﬁtﬁo guch visiting had been done befo.e¢,and ve had to iecl ow
way,after making e lot of enguiries irom dogcrs and bushmen who hud
travelled before..e ususlly hed tvo men with us,also Lo help lowding
end unleding the heavy boxed we had with food,medicine,wtter,cnd some
provisions as relief in cpecially needy caues.is & hole our means of
trangport worked well,even if it tekes a little getting used to sittiz
in the camel saddle for about 9 hours a day,unless .he Journey was
broken through visiting camps.
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vecasionally there were stlll incidentc.-It was,l believe,.
the vinter of 1uy?*2,when we were sharply reminded thet one of the ola
bulls h&d not entirely forgotten how th throw oil a sadilel.lravelling
along one day towards evening,not »er§§ﬁﬁles from the stetion on the
way out,u gusty wind liited my sort of & :{iff helmet off my head,
when it bejan rolling past one of the camels,the onc carrying our
most vitel load,the food for 6 weeks in two lsarge boxeg.lliding beiind
the camels,l noticed how it turned,looked at the rolling objcct,then
with & Llick broke the thin line connecting it to the camel ahead,
then begaen to donce in & circle.,The boxes were soon flying horizon-
tally,snd then crashed to the ground.l'he lide ceie ofi ,doors ve had
mede,just broke,and all what had been brepared with loving care at
home ,wac scattered smong the three corner Jokd,of which lhere hapse-
ned to be an gbundance about at that plscc ,fomttoe sauce botilco i d
been umashed und the contents spleshed on .he ground,precious dried
fruit wes all over the place,and our beking powder ifor me£ing dompers
everywier oIt was decidedly unpleasanpggnd vhe ques.ion vas vhether
we should return to the station end load up once more.liovever, fter
the cemels had been hushed down,the men and I siood looing acroos Lh
mess belore us,we had & laugh,and decided to go on.ihere weas plenty o
of flour,salt meat,lea and suger,apert from many other tiiings.In our
evening devotion we thanked God thet nothing vorse hed heppened .-
{;n another trip,we pasced over & pateh of rebuit burrors,ond ny ridin
cemel,a quiet animel otherwiee,did not like going over them..hen I
tried to puch it along nevertheless,it flopped down and in @ golit
second was on its backel just had time at the lest moment to Jump cle
clear,otherwise ihe weight of its huge body,with the irons oi the
sacdle wo:uld heve killed me instantlerEZinst such incidents onc can
not very well jusrd;the best protection is iLrusting in Cod,cnd ile
never falled us vien trying to follow on His tracko.- e oiten had
feelings of gratitude for our camels.,lhey never let us down,even 1ii
at times they had water only once = week.@r,vhen itravelling over
country where ve hed seen &usciousm poison bushes growing ond for
their protection had to be tethered to & tree over night,in: tead of
being Lurned out to feed.No horse could have gone vithout fecd for sc
long,nor endured without water,or carried the loads ‘e neccded Lor
our vwork cnd oureelvesg.

sepects of medical work,

18 & vwhole,the people ve met we found to be in falrly pood
health,one reason being that all the ' eaker wmeubers of the tribe,uind
tiose who had hed @ serious 1llnes,had just died. (ill,off cnd on,. ¢

found qui e old people,perha.s 70 or 80 yeurs ol ape,ycl,still %ulc
to walk lomg distances.luring the winter mohths ,we ﬂometimerﬁﬁaﬁe :
grou.s with a coughl./fier they had come to gnow thaet ve hed medicine
werg betier than their witch doctors had to oifer,they lined up,
soon after We had arrived at & cemp,asking for medicine.Une morning,
vfter most of the people had received & dose of Fry:rs Balsam in a
little water,one tall,strong man came up.Looking into the medicinc
glass,into which I put some drops of the medicine vhich made ithe ° cte
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curdle lic hc uLuuLcd.ihcn,diter looking &l me very intently,he plocd
up:'ui. ntbbe “paason" (mesning poison)l replied:"iiim paason alricht."
Another 1ntcuse look,when I tried to remaln as wumovad &6 posaible,
he contin ed:"ie takem all same" .is 1little inecident is relauved to
show hovi ticse primitive people had gdined QOﬂiiQCnGL quicxly, cvcn
il some of them had been with white people and 1mddc some unpleasait
«:d in the cusc of the Ryans Wiell massacre,cven horrylying,expereic
ccs&ﬁ%; reason Lor this conf'idence,in mny opinion,was that they had
heard the simple Goepel stories .hich had found an echo in their
hearts cven at this stages.

During one on our trips we came uccrose & married couple, ith
two smaller children,pe haps 50 miles North of lassts Dlufl..11l of
this fenmily looked very emaciated,in such poor condition s I hid .M
dom& found any of the bush Aborigines.ie socon ¢ me to know vhy:the
men had lost the callous from under his feet.l'he /borigines,iro.
waqking over rocks and all sorts of bush counlry,deveclop o gort of
thick sole,perhaps 1/4" thick,which ensbles tlem to go practically
snywhere without feeling any painl.iowever,if,thro gh un accident or
illness,this thick layer of cellousness peeles ofl,they become con-
pletely diszbled;ever so often this proveg Total.In this case,lijelin
ba,the young wife and mother,had ior about 6 nmonths,.orked until che
almost collapsed,trying to supppbtthe two children and her husbond,
in an area where there was very little 1o be collecteds.sventually,
her husband had reached ihe stage when he could start hunting once
again and they moved to a beiler ares.One could not help but admire
this little women for what she had done in order to save her little
family.knceling in the sand near their camp fire,we thanged God
for Hisb.ought with us her some supply oi‘iﬂ.ﬁ' tea and viiich

During the year followiig this incildent,ve srrived at o c:é
not far irom Ilesasts Bluff but found only very .ew people,pecrhans a
dozeem all told.By this time we had stationed en kvangelist oul horey
b Titus was +very domnhearted:the people had just left him and
gone awayl.ifter a nights cemp and after we had telked the maiter
over,we decided to follow.-The first day,.e mtce no contact,only
came acerosg an old campsite where they had been buny inltiating
one ol their young ladse.~The following day our comel men halled lLhe
team explaining they hed seen indications that & man had been car—
ried on [igpy back..hen the team had giopped,they would be down ond
expalin:"See this heeev-lere they hed put him down,then picked him
up sgain,his track is no longer visible" siome 1little distence fur-~
ther , .he same thing had happened.But why should this have bcen?
Lzaln we travelled all day,but ne contact.on the third day,lale iwn
the morning, ¢ sow smoke from cempfires,and soon afterwards poople
¢-me into view,snd now we soon lesrned what had happened.ihcy hod hi
hed a fight,whén every men in that group had been speared in the
buttock.As a result they all walked &g if on siilts,barely shiiting
about with difficuliy. Unfortunately,their nearest vater was quite
& distance away,from whence their womenfolk had to carry it in
wooden pitchies,and some billicens they had collected from somewhcic
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~her ve sterted exemining the injuries,ue found one man vho
had been cut with & butcher knife accross the upper part of one arm,
There were two cuts,praciically down to the bone,the wound wide
o.en end clready showing signs of festering.-ihen they took me to
one who week lying alongeide & little fire in ¢ little shede of &«
tree e hed been cut in the knee joint,the main blood vescel had X
been severed,with hardly any circulation of blood,his leg was
swollen to ¢ very considerable sgize ond he wae completely discbled.
we cleaned hie wound :nd dressed it,then asked tle men:wihy éo you
stop here,so faer from any water,and with very little bushtucsier
gbout.iheir re lyfi'e have carried him a long way,but could not
carry him eny further.And now we feel sorry for him and don't w:nt
to lezve him..bhen I offered to carry him on my riding camel to the
nesrest wetery,ebout 15 milesy ewey,this ceuscd a happy grin on the f
facce of them and they readily agreedSoon afterwards ve antarted,with
the badl, injured man sitting on my swag in f{ront of me,bogh lecs to
"one sice of the saddle,This position mede it bearable for him,but
even so,he must have sufilered very severe pain.iowever he never
compalined in the lesst,and we reached the water,Covels Soak,s little
alter dark.,In the meantime,we learnt the reason for this deplorable
fight,

This group of people had had & mathEr very serious incident
before setting out on this trip.The camp had had e distribution oi
girls,who had been given into merrisge to old men who happened to
te in the right cless for them.iost of them were mere children,ll
and 12 years of age approximetely.It so heppened that one old man,
with a very wrinkled face,was to have one of these girles,bul hig
wife objected.l'or some time a.parently there had been some nagoing,
when in the end the old man decided to put an end to it by thrusting
a8 spear through her,killing her on the spotenccording to thelr tri-
bal law Le had mcted within his right,yet,the whole community Iclt
the impact enc & deep gloom had come over all ol them.iliat was before
the big circumecision corroborree ,refered to sbove., .t the bame Lime
they had gone through e period of hunger.The men did not 1ind any
meat,and the women had collected very little for somc dayseihenonc
day one of the men returned with a small FKuro,a type ol liountain
Ransaroo,lie duly handed this over to the old men,wvho in turn roosted
it a litile in hot-ashes,then it was distributed according to tribal
usage.bach of the 27 men was entitled to a little Unfortunately one
younger men irom & neighbouring group wes overlooked.lle siarted o ter
rific howl,accusing the old men with a vile language Yo this somnc of
the old men objected,and one of them ran over and ecut the mons ar,
ag mentioned before.iihen the father of thig young man gaw thie,le
consldered the punishment too severe,then grebbed the one vho hod done
done this and cut him scerous the knee Joint ,as described above
voon the camp had become divided into two rarte,a general ['i-ht
folloved,when everyone of the man was injured.;nd thet was wg ve
found them.-Since the start had been over the distribution oi ihe
girls as wives for the old men,I was turning the matier over in my
mind as to whether we could come to & betLer arrangement o re;urds
their murriacese '
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¢ & oon giniler occasions before,edch of the four girls had beewn

given to ounc of the old men,as an additional wife.'his wes some gort
ol litfe ingurence for the old peojple;they had to collect bush foods
Before whi.c people had setiled in the country,such a system probab-
ly was workuble,but by now,when they could escape to somc caltle
statlon,many of them did this.lt so happencd that one came to «
camp of people,with very Lew young people about,their chief meat
suppliers.lhe whole system,therefore,wag obviously vworking agsingt
their best interests.l had pointed this out before,bul with little
BUCCESS .

Upon arrival in the camp,we gave each ol lhe prouv,over 10C °
women and children included,a little flour,tes and super,and citer
8ll had had a little to eat,not by any means suliicient to £ill thecm
up after dsys and days of hunger,we arranged a meeting around the
campiires.~l'acing the crowd I mage refered to the sad happenings in
their tribe cduring the last few weeks,whecn a woman hed been killed,
-with one man probably on the way out,and all o: them leit in & state
of sorrow end digtress.Since 1t had all sterted with the distribu-
tion of the girls,l suggested that in future,whenever the old men
wanted the young girls as additional wives,the old women should
be given the right to take some of the young men,who under the upro-
sent conditions hed Lo go without one At firgt there vag dead gillenc
nobody spoke a word.-Afi.er walting for a while,I repeatec ny propo='
sal,eleborating on the fact that thelr present gystem did not voriks;
it was responsible for the fighting,injuries,and even death.lThey
could not deny this,yet,what I had sald was just plain terrible,znd
some ssid:you talk rubbishe.l admitted this,but added what they had
some ssid:you talk rubbishe.Ithey should now only think of they huad
done was worse then rubbish;they should now only think of the man
vwhom I h&d carried on my camel.Then I repeated my propossl:the old
women Lo take some ol the youngfellows as husbands.isy now the wihole
implication of my proposal had begen to sink in,:nd thelr reaction
was starting:in the background I could see some of the man getting
up with their spesrs,und others rattled with their boomerang.Dead
silence for a while,and for me obviomsly timc to change the tune.l
started talking something like this:friends,don't think for onc mo-
ment that I vant to ridicule you or talk to you in a disparaging
mennere.But I want to meke it clear that you sre being led by o cvil
spiriteind as long as you follow this evil spirit,you will aluays be
in trouble and do things which you will regret aft:rw: rds.l would ff
to show you a betier way..hy not have & general meeting beiore clloc
ting the girls,cnd let them have some say,too.lhen do not digresurd
the young men,give them a chance,too.You old men heve your wives,be
content,and let the young men marry the young girls.lhen they will n
longer run away and elope,they will stay with you,supply you wiih
mneat as good hunters,and your whole community life will benciit..hin
of God about yhomg you have heard.He does not like your present sys-
tem snd fijhting.Follow Him and you will have _cace.-By now it was
nearing midnight.The men at the beck had sat down end the almosjher
had become relaxed.iie had & prayer,then unrolled our swegs lor Lhe =
nighte
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hext morning we again talked matters over with some ol the leaders,
explaining lurther what was meant.They readily agreed thut they had
to change their present system of arranging marriages if they wanted
to retain their young people in the tribe. This mceting,as ve saw la-
ter,became a turning point:it did not take very long,and we heard hov
young people had been allowed to marry,the tribe no longer lost thei:
good hunters,and there was a distinct increase of children.ie had a
devotion,then left,but I don't remember any other occasion when the
women of the camp had waved to us as much as on this occasion.ior
the first time someone had spoken of), their behalf and they showed
their appreciation.-Unfoptunately,ve had to leave the badly injured
man hehind.lle could not have stood the journey on a camel,even il we
had turned back for home from here, However,at'ter suffering for many
months ,when he came near to death,one day he was brou ht to Hermanns
burg,on one of the Mission donkeys,by our Evangelist Titus.lle looked
very emaciated,but had retained hig leg,even il shrivelled up.Other-
.wisge his physical condition improved under treatment,znd later on he
was returned to hisg people.buch were some of Gods tracks in the
outback of Central Australia,.

Mrs.Minjanteri.

11 years after we had made our first patrol on camels,ihe
area of 8,000 sge.miles had been declared a Reserve for Lborigines.
In the same year,with the vital assistance of the Covernment,we had
established a permanent outpost at Hassts Bluff,und 2 years later,in
1942 ,such a centre aleo at Areyonge.By now the liission had a motor-
vehicle .However,in order to serve these centres,:e had to make on
200 miles of road.The work was done with pick,shovel,and axe,a credi:
to the Aborigines concernede.

Sometime ,after Areyonga had been egteblished,ve had an Abo-
rigine storekeeper at the place,whoE also did medicsl work within
his limits.One day he sent me a letter,delivered by speciuvl messenge:
who rode a horse completely covered with perspiration.lhe letter was
about a woman who had been in labour for % or four days,would I come-
Within an hour we were on the way in our Utility,selongside of me the
husband of this woman.From time to time he wouldﬁ%is hand into my
side saying:make him run.However,with our bushrozds our speed was
ve y limited.I had seldom seen asn Aborigine so full of anxiety.

By about 9 pm we reached the camp.All a&long in my mind T had
Lurned over thie maternity case from every possible angle ,thinking
what I could possibly do.Never belore had I had occasion Lo act in
such & capacity.As a rule Aborigine midwives are very good and cle-
ver and in no need of outside help.

when stopping the car,we could goon hear her groan,ual least
an indication thaet she was still slive At the camyand near a little
camplire,we counted at least 20 other women sitting around in & circ
and trying to have at least one hand on some part of her body.l had
seen this many times beforej;it is their way of showing sympathy.ie
Joined the circle,and for some time sat with the rest in utter
helplessness.After watching this poor woman for some time,it becauc i
obvious that she had become exhausted and too. wesk to deliver the
bapyt



e i

75 = 5 ey 3 N - 2 ot

I esked wiet.er she hed nhed anything to eat:¢"lo,"they all saidll.o=
/

thing for four days,only wateriit became obeyious thet wihal she ne ¢
wan some food in order to renew her strength.lurning to the husboi
gitting out. ide the circle,l ss<ed him would he bake a big damper,
boil & billy with tes,add plenty of milk,and open some of the tins
he had been given at the station:meat ond Jouw.lLater on,if nocessery,
I would pick her up and ve would leave Tfor the flice Springs hospite
& distance oi approximetely 150 miles.Then I drove to our gtore,had
& little ter,and a telk to the storekeceper;by about 11 pm I vas
back in the comp,hoping they would cgree for me to teke her in to
hegpitnl.llovever,the women,by this time,after the sullerer ho d hed
something to eat,they were all more hopeful and swipested to waiti
until the following morning,.I drove some dictance & ay snd unrolleod
ny SwWag.

liowvever ,there wes no hope of uny sleepa.lt was ¢ very hol xip
night,persg.iration Jjust pouring Ifrom all over the vody.lesides,
there werc millions ol mosgultoeg about..t the first teak of de vo- €
break I dro e back,asking whether we could go.hiovever,like in a
slod chorus,the reply came bec<:no more,beby hos arcived.lhere i
no doubt that this woman,and her infani,vould h&ave died,from shcer
exhau: ticn hed help not been brought in time.Once LZborigines loouo 1
hope,ops in this cace,no attempt is mude to helpjthey sit dn so cow
«nd wait for the end..iti a Joyful and setisfied heart, c soon
headed for home,thanzful that we hed been once coein on Gois wrucas

20 caees ol Pneumonia,

vn: day,during the war,a p rty of /rmy Toctors arrvived ot
the Stution,esking for the best way to Puln Valleylihis was fairly
early in the morning.During the night before,s party of frmy Lngi-
neers hed come through,on the wey from Haots Bluff.They v d ine cche
ted the new road we had made Irom Hermarneburg.lt hed been uade in
order to facilitate ilnspection trips to thit oubpost,oul when
the Army hed heard ahout it,they quickly sent cut an inspeetion
team to see what had been done . ilmost at once the road wap gazetied
as @ public road.-These Engineers had reported they had found e
number of people suffering of vhat they thouht to be Pneunoniwa
when thsse medical men esrrived,Il immediately uiked them vould they
care to run esut on the new lrack and see these sgufferers.ihey loo-
ked at one another,then replied:"lo,we Just heve & day off,an:d foel
it is not our duty to do that" .-However,aftcr goiy. to Palm Valley
first,without us knowing anything sbout it,they did make the trin,
and sometime after uidnight ,there was a knock at the door,and t.on
we Laced these men sgaln.heir report was short snd to the noint:
They had examined sbuut 20 people,and each of them was sul.ering
trom Pneumoniae.l immediately asked them would they repors this to
the Netive Aitfelrs Branch in alice Springs,snd give me some guidance
as reguards treatment with the new Sulphe drug,vhich they gladly did
The following dey slready,a Government vehicle srrived,with such
things as dozens ol eggs,powdered milk,cocos ,extra 1lour,sugar,
slack of blankets,ithe the new druge-ivithin ¢ 1ew hours,we were on
























